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The ornamentation of Musalman coins lies chiefly in the lettering, the arrangement and grouping of the inscriptions, and the shapes and arabesque outlines of the spaces in which parts pf the legends are enclosed. This is seen at its best probably on the Hafsidi and other Moorish, the Persian Mongols (TJljaitu and Abu Said), and the Safavi of Persia (Ismail I and Tahmasp I) coinages. On the later Persian and Dehli coins, too, it is fine. The Persian style of writing lends itself well to this in curves, graceful sweeps of the pen, and prolongation and grouping of the letters. One very common practice is to prolong the tail <-_ the full breadth of the coin, and to stretch a L~J or ^u right across so as to make them as dividing strokes between the lines of the legend. The word ^L:, so important in the Shiah formula, is a favourite one for using in this way : for instance, on coins of Tahmasp I of Persia, in the way which Mr. Poole called the mill-sail pattern, where it forms the four arms of the sail-wheel with the names of the eight other Imams two by two between them, the junction
AKBAE, OF DEHLI.
of the four initial letters forming a rosette in the centre. On Dehli coins, too, the names and attributes of the four orthodox Khalifs are used in somewhat the same way to form the sides of
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